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33Rookie tight ends can
provide fantasy gold

By HOWARD BENDER

If you find yourself reading fantasy 
football articles throughout the sea-
son, you know how 
important it is to find 
a trustworthy analyst 
who does more than 
scratch the surface. 

You want someone 
who understands both 
the ins and outs of the fantasy game as 
well as the X’s and O’s of football. With 
a fantasy market supersaturated with 
people looking to break into the sports 
industry, we are often inundated with 
misquoted, ir-
relevant statis-
tics and, even 
worse, lazy 
analysis. 

If you’re 
one of those 
people who 
believes 
rookie tight 
ends are terri-
ble for fan-
tasy, you may 
need to find a 
new source of 
information.

The tight 
end position is 
one of the 
toughest to 
navigate. We 
know Travis 
Kelce is the 
gold standard, 
but not every 
player, espe-
cially a rookie, 
can date Tay-
lor Swift. Of-
ten, rookie 
tight ends en-
dure a steep 
learning curve 
at the NFL 
level and 
while yes, 
some struggle, 
some do not. 

Case in point: Sam LaPorta of the 
Lions. The fledgling tight end ranks 
fourth in targets, third in receiving 
yards, fourth in receiving yards per 
game and is  tied for first in touch-
downs among all tight ends. 

With the suspension of Jameson 
Williams and the injury to Amon-Ra 
St. Brown, LaPorta was afforded the 
opportunity to be one of the Lions’ 
top receiving targets and has not dis-
appointed. But if you believed all 

rookie tight ends are busts, you 
missed the boat.

Opportunity is everything and when 
you have a tight end sitting in a favora-

ble matchup, rookie 
status doesn’t mean a 
thing. If you are 
struggling with the 
bye weeks or for 
points at the position, 
rookies Luke Mus-

grave and Michael Mayer both stand 
out with increasing snap counts and fa-
vorable matchups. Musgrave will face 
Denver, a team that may have Justin 
Simmons and Josey Jewell watching 

out for the 
tight end, but 
still ranks 31st 
in DVOA and 
allows the 
most fantasy 
points per 
game to the 
position.

Mayer‘s 
snap count 
has increased 
in each of the 
last four 
weeks and 
has easily 
surpassed 
veteran Aus-
tin Hooper on 
the depth 
chart. He will 
face the Bears 
this week, a 
team that 
ranks 21st in 
DVOA 
against the 
position and 
is allowing 
the seventh-
most fantasy 
points per 
game to the 
tight end. We 
may not 
know if Aidan 
O’Connell or 
Brian Hoyer 

will be under center, but we do know 
both will lean on the tight end.

Dismissing a player because of his 
rookie status is the easy way out. You 
may be right more than you’re 
wrong, but you miss plenty of oppor-
tunities to get a leg up at a tough po-
sition by doing so. Trust in actual 
analysis instead of poor assumptions 
and generalizations and you’ll go far. 
You may even unearth a hidden gem 
or two along the way.

By HOWARD BENDER

Drew Loftis and JaradWilk submit
dueling rosters into a DFS contest:

For late roster changes to
Daily Duel rosters, follow
@NYPost_Loftis on X

Season risked: $59
Season’s winnings: Drew $38, Jarad $9

POS

QB

RB

RB

WR

WR

WR

TE

Flex

DST

Site: Yahoo Slate: Sun. main (10 games)
Type: $10 tourney Top prize: $10KPot: $50K
Drew’s Crew Wilk’s Warriors
Jordan Love
GB (at Den) $30

Jahmyr Gibbs
Det (at Bal) $18

D’Onta Foreman
Chi (vs. LV) $16

Jaxon Smith-Njigba
Sea (vs. Ari) $11

ChristianWatson
GB (at Den) $17

Keenan Allen
LAC (at KC) $31

Travis Kelce
KC (vs. LAC) $32

Cooper Kupp
LAR (vs. Pit) $34
Chiefs
KC (vs. LAC) $130

Jordan Love
GB (at Den) $30

Zach Evans
LAR (vs. Pit) $10

KennethWalker III
Sea (vs. Ari) $29

Marquise Brown
Ari (at Sea) $19

Joshua Palmer
LAC (at KC) $14

Cooper Kupp
LAR (vs. Pit) $34

Mark Andrews
Bal (vs. Det) $23

Josh Jacobs
LV (at Chi) $25

Browns
Cle (at Ind) $14

D L fti d J d Wilk b it

Insanity’s Daily DuelInsanity’s Daily Duel

PGA Tour Schedule
July 27-30 — 3M Open (Lee Hodges)
Aug. 3-6 — Wyndham Championship (Lucas Glover)
Aug. 10-13 — FedEx St. Jude Championship (Lucas 
Glover)
Aug. 17-20 — BMW Championship (Viktor Hovland)
Aug. 24-27 — TOUR Championship (Viktor Hovland)
Sept. 14-17 — Fortinet Championship (Sahith Theegala)
Sept. 29-Oct. 1 — Ryder Cup (Europe)
Oct. 5-8 — Sanderson Farms Championship (Luke 
List)

Oct. 12-15 — Shriners Children's Open (Tom Kim)
Oct. 19-22 — ZOZO CHAMPIONSHIP, Chiba, Japan
Nov. 2-5 — World Wide Technology Championship, 
Cabo San Lucas, Mexico
Nov. 9-12 — Butterfield Bermuda Championship, 
Southampton, Bermuda
Nov. 16-19 — The RSM Classic, Sea Island, Ga.
Nov. 30-Dec. 3 — Hero World Challenge, Nassau, 
Bahamas
Dec. 8-10 — Grant Thornton Invitational, Naples, Fla.
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The New York Post reserves the right to
edit, reclassify, reject or cancel an ad at
any time. We can only give appropriate
credit, not to exceed the cost of the ad, for
one insertion. We are not liable for com-
plete omissions. Any discrepancies must
be brought to our attention within 30 days
of the first day the ad runs, in order to
receive consideration for credit.

!! CAREERS

!! CAREER
TRAINING

!! BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

!! FINANCIAL
SERVICES

!! REAL ESTATE
SERVICES

!! MERCHANDISE
FOR SALE

!! PETS

!! AUTOMOTIVE

!! LEGAL &
PUBLIC NOTICE

PLACE AN AD
Email:
clloyd@nypost.com

DEADLINES

PAYMENTS
We Accept
Visa, Mastercard,
American Express,
checks and money orders

Monday: Friday 2:30PM

Tuesday: Monday 2:30PM
Wednesday: Tuesday 2:30PM
Thursday: Wednesday 2:30PM
Friday: Thursday 2:30PM
Saturday: Friday 2:30PM
Sunday: Friday 2:30PM

Mon @Work: Friday 2:30PM

GENERAL HELP WANTED

DOGS

COLLECTIBLESGENERAL HELP WANTED

EMPLOYMENT MERCHANDISE

PET PLACE
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Want it sold?
Sell it in the

Classifieds
Email clloyd@nypost.com


