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04 THE WORK OF SOLON PART I

formerly assigned to Attica ; but Head, following Imhoof-Blumer
and Curtius, assigns them to Euboia (probably Eretria) because
they have a peculiarity found in the other coins of Euboia—a
plain lincar eircle enclosing their obverse types—which suggests
@ single mint, or closely-connected mints; and because it is
unlikely that Athens would strike them at the same time as her
Owls; at this early period states kept to one type. Moreover, not
only Bull's Heads, but other similar coins with different types—
for example, a Gorgon's Head—have been found in Attica ; they
cannot 2l be assigned to Athens.! The probability is that these
are coins of Bubolan cities which circulated in Attica after the
minting of the Owls; and that Philochoros was mistaken in
thinking the Bull’s Heads early Attic.

3. Ifthere wasa currency in use in A Attica before Solon’s time,
it must have been non-Attic. T tremely probable that it was
the Aiginetan, or clse that silver bars struck on the Aiginetan
ietandard served the purpose of a_cwrrency; and th
Ls work was a_changing over from the Aiginefan to the
Euboic standard.

Those who accept Androtion’s account that the standard was
lowered by Solon, point out that if 73 old drachmas’ weight of
silver be made into 100 new drachmas, the difference corresponds
to that between an Aiginetan drachma of 91 grains, and a Eaboic
drachma of 67 grains.

Those who consider that Aristotle also is describing a lowering
of the standard, point out that if heavier specimens of the cof
be taken, the Aiginetan didrachmon of 194 grains is fo the Exboic
didrachmon of 135 grains as 700 is to 70, which is the number
given by Aristotle,

There are slight variations of the figures in the different authori.
tes, but the proportion is always between 70 and 75 to 00,
Gardner explains the dificrence of the numbers 73 and 70 as
corresponding to a slight difference between the Euboic and

* Six thinks Head wrong in this sapposition. He places in fhe period
§95-561 B.C., under the Athenian issues, the Wheel type, the Ovl, the
Horse, and the Amphora. The Gorgon-Head fype he assigns to ITippias
{Nus. Chron. 1895). Gardner thinks that the earliest Attic coins were the
Owl type and the Amphora,
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the true Attic standard. The stater of the former weighed 130
grains, that of the latter 135 grains ; Solon introduced the Euboic
standard, and the slightly heavier standard was the work of
Peisistratos, who first issued the tetradrachms with the Owl and
Pallas-Head. He considers the normal weight of the Aiginetan
drachma 94 grains; a mina weighing 70 such drachmas gives 100
drachmas weighing 65-8 grains, while a mina weighing 73 such
drachmas gives Too drachmas weighing 686 grains; and Aris-
totle’s number is therefore the more correct.

Those who believe that Aristotle is describing an increase in the
weight of the drachma, and that his account is right, explain in
another way the numbers he gives. Head, who originally accepted
the theory of Androtion, and assigned to Solon the tetradrachms
with the Owl and Pallas-Head type, later accepted another theory,
put forward by G. F. Hill2 that in Solon’s currency the drachma
was the Euboic drachma in its heavy form, that is, weighing
about 133 grains, which later becs e the didrachm, but which
in Solon’s time corresponded to the Alginetan drachma of about
93 grains, and not to the Aiginetan didrachm of 104 grains.

Then 63 : 133 = 70 : T00.

The evidence for supposing that the old Euboic and Attic
drachma was of the weight of the later didrachm—that is, be-
longed to the Euboic heavy standard—is meagre. The earliost
coins of the Lion and Gorgon-Head type (Euboic), weighing 268-5
grains, bear two dots, which Head thinks is the mark of the
didrachm. The words of Aristotle, * the ancient type was the
didrachm,” are explained by Head to mean, ‘ the stater of those
days, our tetradrachm, was then called didrachm.” An archaic
Attic weight, designated by its inscription® as a “half  (-mina),
weighs 6,585 grains, giving a drachma of 131 grains; another
inscribed  ten Staters’ (dekastateron) weighs 2,738 grains, giving
astater of 273 grains. Al this evidence is casily brushed aside by
Gardner; ® but the theory gives the only satisfactory explanation
of the passage in the Constitution of Athens, and further evidence
in support of it would be welcome,

* Num, Chron., 1897.
* fpuou lephv dnpdowon *Abyvaian,
S H.A.C.,p. 149,





