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102 THE WORK OF SOLON PART I
The Coinage of Greece Proper.

1. The Aiginetan.

The most archaic coins of Greece Proper are silver staters
with a sea-tortoise on e O an_
square_divided into_eight compartments ¢ readily
identified by numismatists with the early Aiginetan coinage said
by some ancient authorities to have been issued by Pheidon. One
electrum coin of this class also survives ; itis perhaps to electrum
that Strabo refers in his phrase * the other (metal)* !

The weight of the Aiginetan stater varies from 200 to 190 grains.
There is great disagreement on the question of the standard to
which they belong, Head and many others regard them as a
slightly debased derivation from the Phoenician silver standard.
Ridgeway's theory is that Pheidon was the author of this currency
and that he originated a silver standard ; he did not strike goid,
50 that he did not originate a gold standard ; but had he done so,
he would have used, not the Babylonian gold unit, but the unit
in use in Greece from early times for weighing gold, a unit whose

weight varics from 140-135 grains. For proof of its existence he
points to the gold omaments found in prehistoric graves at
Mykenai and in Aigina, which are all about of this weight;
and this unit, he says, was the Greek idea of the value of one
ox in gold. Pheidon struck electrum and silver ; since in the
second half of the fifth century, when gold was more plentiful in
Greece, the ratio of gold to silver was 14: 1, he assumes that
in Pheidon’s time the ratio was 75: 1. Pheidon took the ox-unit
of gold, which Ridgeway identifies with the Homeric Talanton
and Mykenean bracelet standard, and which weighs 135 grains.
135 grains of gold

5135 grs. of silver.
=2,025 » »
=10 silver picces of 202 grs.
That the weight sank to 195 grains he considers due to a debase-
ment.
Gardner, who in his latest book discusses and dismisses this
and other theories, thinks that the break between Mykenai and
historic Grecce was so complete that the weight standard of
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the earlier period did not survive. He suggests that Pheidon
regulated without discarding the existing currency of obeliskoi ;
and that the Aiginetans adjusted their new silver currency to the
standard fixed for bronze and iron. He calculates the ratio of
silver to bronze at 120: 1, o that a silver stater of 19z grains
and its divisions could easily be equated to a sum of brenze.
The Aiginetan currency was soon imitated by other cilies ; those
of the Peloponnese, the Boiotian confederacy, Thessaly, and all
Northern Grecce exeept Eubota.

2. The Euboic.

Again, there is a difference of opinion about its origin. A
number of specimens survive—very old electrum and silver
coins. There are ten types in all, which Head has conjecturally
assigned to the cities of Euboia ; to Chalkis he assigns the Wheel
Type, to Histiaia the Amphora, to Eretria the Bull. Those in the
British Museum are silver, varying fr' 126-133-7 grains ; they
are identified by Head, Gardner and others with the Babylonian
gold standard ; while Ridgeway says that the Euboic standard is
simply the prehistoric system applied to silver.

The coins of Corinth, the only city of the Peloponnese whose
coins were not sirack on the Aiginetan standard, are of Euboic
weight, A specimen of these famous * colts  (as they were called
from their type), in the British Museum, weighs 1283 grains and
may date from the time of Periandros, 625-585 B. .

The Attic Coinage.

Very important evidence is afforded by numismatists con-
cerning the Attic coinage. —
ence which can be placed caslie

1. There are 0o coins in
than 600 B.c. It is almost certain that the earliest existing coins

the first Attic coinage.

2. The carliest coins of Attica are of the Owl-type and of
Euboic weight. Some coins of the Bull's Head type have been
found in Attica; but these are no eatlier than, if as early as,
the Athenian Owls ; and they are of Euboic weight.  They were





